
Campus Pack™ in Action:

Synthesizing Learning Across Time

How can future teachers track their experiences over a four-year 

period and beyond, while learning the information and communications 

technologies they will be teaching to their own students? At Edith 

Cowan University, first and second year Bachelor of Education students 

are using Campus Pack™ to produce, collect, and submit their reflective 

journals and competency tracking throughout their course of study. And 

upon graduation, they will be able to take their portfolios with them.

The Paper Chase
The School of Education at Edith Cowan University has been Western Australia's major 
provider of teacher education for over a hundred years. Its graduates are recognized 
for the way in which they combine education theory with the practical skills required of 
beginning teachers. 

Students use reflective journaling, as well as the Phase 1 teacher competencies from 
the Department of Education and Training (DET), to track their progress during their 
undergraduate studies. With approximately 150 students in each of the four years of 
study, collecting and storing student portfolios in an accessible and secure way had 
long been a challenge.

With the School's commitment to promoting mastery of information and 
communications technologies, adapting the journaling and competency mapping  
to an electronic format was a logical next step. Two members of the university's 
Centre for Learning and Teaching—Mike Nodding, Project Officer, and Betty Walsh, 
Educational Designer—set to the task.

Access and Security
Because the students had a range of IT abilities, it was important that the electronic 
solution be easy to use while providing the necessary functionality and security. 
Nodding and Walsh reviewed the paper forms used for the professional learning 
journals and the teacher competency mapping. They found that the journaling was well 
suited to Campus Pack's blogging features, which allow an individual to easily create 
entries and maintain them in a chronological format. At the same time, the teacher 
competencies table and spreadsheet could easily be accommodated by Campus 
Pack's wiki functionality; with Campus Pack wikis, students edit categories, link to 
journal entries, and link to other artifacts as they collect their evidence.

ªWe had used Campus Pack for a short time, but little use had been made of it in a 
learning and teaching context,º says Walsh. ªSome experimentation convinced us that 
templates could easily be developed to make it as simple as possible for students 
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while at the same time exposing them to 
current web technologies.º 

A suitcase metaphor was used as a key 
motivator for transferring the process 
online and was something students 
could identify withÐespecially second 
year students who had already begun 
the manual process. Templates were 
pre-populated with examples developed 
by School of Education staff to provide 
starting points for the students.

Making the Connection
In coordinating this initial use of Campus 
Pack's personal spaces for the students' 
portfolios, Nodding and Walsh looked 
ahead to the anticipated benefits they 
could expect: better organization for 
students and staff, the storage of 
information in a central location, and the 
ability for students to export information 
to produce a portfolio for employment. 
The first collection phase for comment 
is now underway, with students enabling 
an off-campus feedback team to view 
and comment on their work by using the 
sharing features in Campus Pack. 

Preliminary information indicates 
success. One goal of using Campus 
Pack was to help each student see a 

direct link between his reflective journal, 
DET competencies, his artifacts, and a 
professional portfolio. 

As Faculty of Education and Arts member 
Susan Main explains, ªThe use of 
Campus Pack has provided a great 
opportunity to scaffold the development 
of students as reflective practitioners. 
The templates on the site support 
their development of a professional 
portfolio and the `share' function means 
that the feedback team can provide 
ongoing guidance to the students as 
their portfolios evolve.º

Next Steps
The Bachelor of Education at Edith Cowan 
incorporates the latest research findings 
in teacher education and prepares 
students for the intensifying demands 
they will face as beginning teachers and 
throughout the course of their careersÐ
including the importance of information 
and communications technologies.

To help facilitate this preparation, the 
tools available in Campus Pack will be 
offered to all Bachelor of Education 
students progressively over the next two 
years, resulting in approximately 600 
students having access.

Personal Sites in  
Campus Pack™ 

Campus Pack includes a dynamic 
personal website builder and 
blogging tool. Highly flexible and easy 
to configure, this tool allows users to 
create interactive websites and share 
them with peers and colleagues.

With Campus Pack, users can

Easily create and maintain 
multimedia blogs and wikis

Create and share content 
highlighting personal interests  
and achievements

Collaborate with others on  
projects or research

Manage which audiences  
can view and contribute to 
different areas of their sites
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